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In alignment with one of CISDE’s core values, providing students with a marketable skill to use upon graduation, college and career preparation is utilized throughout CISDE sites statewide.  The format varies according to location and student age but focuses on bolstering academic skills, building plans for the future, connecting students to educational institutions and professional internships, and completing logistical steps (e.g. college applications, financial aid requests, career assessments).
Whole School Services
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During the 2011-2012 school year, Communities in Schools worked with more than 1890 high school students throughout Delaware to plan for college or a career.  Totaling approximately 700 hours and valued at $21,000, these varied services included college fairs and visits, creating alumni mentoring networks for students, workshops focused on applications and financial aid, developing student success plans, and hosting guest speakers.  
Charting for Success
Charting for Success (CFS) provides a streamlined and comprehensive approach to college and career information that models collegiate culture. Lessons engage 7th through 12th grade students and parents in planning for post-secondary education and/or training. Through activities and events, CFS addresses the key steps for future academic and career success: academic preparation, college/career exploration, college financing and financial literacy.

Charting for Success (CFS) has two core modules; CFS 101 and CFS 102, each with 24 lessons. Parents, community members, volunteers and mentors are invited to participate. During the 2012 school year, 20 Wilmington-area students (9th through 11th grade) completed 110 hours of CFS activities, with a service value of $3,300.  
Progress of Charting for Success Participants

Table 1: Evaluation of CFS Participants, 2011-2012 (N=20)

	
	Total CFS (N=20)
	Total CIS Control Group (N=20)
	
	McKean CFS (N=13)
	McKean CIS Control Group 
	William CFS (N=7)
	William Penn CIS Control Group

	Improve: Overall Academics
	79%
	60%
	
	83%
	69%
	71%
	71%

	Improve: Overall Attendance
	69%
	60%
	
	82%
	76%
	40%
	57%

	Improve: Attitude/Commitment
	56%
	55%
	
	50%
	50%
	60%
	43%

	Improve: Behavior
	90%
	85%
	
	89%
	77%
	100%
	43%


On Track
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In 1995, Communities in Schools of Delaware, in partnership with Delaware Technical and Community College and individual school districts, developed a program to address the development of students’ academic abilities, life skills, and career or college planning. Since that time, On Track has been offered as three separate courses.

On Track I, II and III focus on developing life skills/future planning and academic tips, internships and mentoring, and college awareness and financial planning, respectively.  10th through 12th grade students who successfully complete On Track courses earn college credits.  This, along with a completed college application and financial aid assistance, provide a unique and encouraging experience for students graduating high school.  Continuing with post-secondary education becomes more logical, simple, and meaningful.

CIS tracks success of the On Track program in several ways.  Student indicators, including academic grades and attendance records are collected and evaluated by a CIS data analyst.  In addition, CIS tracks increases in community and parental involvement and placement of high school graduates (college, workforce, etc.).
During the 2012 school year, 58 students completed On Track sessions, totaling approximately 920 hours with a service value of $27,600.  
Progress of On Track Participants
Table 1: Evaluation of On Track Participants, 2011-2012 (N=58)

	
	Total On Track (N=58 )
	Total Control Group (N=58 )
	
	McKean On Track (N=31)
	McKean Control Group 
	William Penn On Track (N=18)
	William Penn Control Group
	Dover On Track (N=9)
	Dover Control Group

	Improve: Overall Academics
	 81%
	 65%
	
	 94%
	 68%
	 59%
	 53%
	 83%
	 56%

	Improve: Overall Attendance
	 64%
	 56%
	
	 50%
	 50%
	73%
	 60%
	 67%
	 56%

	Improve: Attitude/Commitment
	 82%
	 73%
	
	 100%
	 88%
	 56%
	 44%
	 100%
	 89%

	Improve: Behavior
	 55%
	 63%
	
	 71%
	 71%
	 25%
	 50%
	 n/a
	 n/a


Table 2: Evaluation of On Track Participants, 2010-2011 (N=105)
	
	Total On Track (N=105)
	Total Control Group (N=105)
	
	McKean On Track (N=52)
	McKean Control Group 
	William Penn On Track (N=40)
	William Penn Control Group
	Dover On Track (N=13)
	Dover Control Group

	Improve: Overall Academics
	64%
	46%
	
	92%
	50%
	54%
	44%
	45%
	44%

	Improve: Overall Attendance
	62%
	52%
	
	92%
	43%
	68%
	64%
	25%
	50%

	Improve: Attitude/Commitment
	86%
	66%
	
	92%
	45%
	66%
	66%
	100%
	88%

	Improve: Behavior
	81%
	51%
	
	100%
	63%
	50%
	25%
	100%
	84%
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       CISDE believes every child deserves:
-A one on one relationship with a caring adult

-A safe place to learn and grow

-A healthy start and future

-A marketable skill to use upon graduation

-A chance to give back to community
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